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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNESCO, PORG, OCON 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH DIRECTOR GENERAL M'BOW 

1 . IN BRIEF MEETING WITH M'BOW, FOLLOWING PRESENTA- 
TION TO HIM OF DELEGATION SCIENCE OFFICER, SANDVED, 

PERMREP ASKED M'BOW FOR HIS VIEWS ON CURRENT STATUS 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND JERUSALEM ISSUES. ON THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, M'BOW SAID HE WAS NOT GOING TO 
PRESS FOR A VISIT OF THE TEAM NOW. HE WOULD AGREE 

TO POSTPONING THE MISSION UNTIL AFTER THE MAY ELECTIONS, 

BUT HE WANTS THE GOI TO ASK FOR THE POSTPONEMENT. 

M'BOW SAID HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE IN THE POSITION OF 
BEING BLAMED FOR FAILURE TO SEND THE MISSION. HE DID 
NOT WANT GOI TO BE ABLE TO SAY THAT IT WAS READY TO 
RECEIVE THE UNESCO TEAM, BUT THAT M’BOW WAS UNABLE TO 
DELIVER. M'BOW SAID HE SYMPATHIZES WITH THE INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS FACED BY GOI, BUT HE THINKS CONDITIONS IN 
THE TERRITORIES WILL NOT IMPROVE AND THE GOI MUST AGREE 
TO RECEIVE THE UNESCO TEAM AND IT SHOULD BE SOONER 
RATHER THAN LATER. BUT HE EMPHASIZED HE WOULD NOT IN- 
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SIST ON THE TEAM LEAVING BEFORE THE MAY ELECTIONS. THIS 
WOULD MEAN THAT A REPORT COULD NOT BE PRESENTED BY THE 
TEAM TO THE SPRING EXBD. 

2. ON JERUSALEM, M'BOW SAID HE WANTS TO SEND LEMAIRE 
TO DETERMINE THAT THE EXCAVATIONS HAD IN FACT STOPPED. 

HE SAID IF LEMAIRE COULD THEN REPORT THAT THEY HAD 
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STOPPED HE WOULD PRESENT SUCH A REPORT TO THE EXBD. IF 
THE REPORT WAS SUFFICIENTLY POSITIVE, M’BOW SAID THERE 
MAY BE POSSIBILITIES OF A RECOMMENDATION TO REMOVE THE 
SANCTIONS. HOWEVER, M'BOW DOUBTED THAT LE MAIRE WOULD 
GO BEFORE APRIL AND DOUBTED IF THE SPRING EXBD COULD 
ACT. WHEN ASKED WHAT IF THERE WERE OTHER EXCAVATIONS 
AWAY FROM THE MAZAR DIGS, BUT STILL IN THE TERRITORIES, 
M'BOW SAID HE DID NOT WANT TO CROSS THAT BRIDGE NOW. 

HE PREFERRED TO SEND LEMAIRE AND LET HIM MAKE A REPORT 
ON WHAT HE SEES. 

3. M'BOW, AS EXPECTED EXPRESSED GRATITUDE THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD CERTIFIED. WHEN INFORMED OF PERM REP'S 
PLANS TO RETURN FOR CONSULTATION, M'BOW SAID HE HOPED 
WE WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL WITH THE CONGRESS. M'BOW DID 
NOT INDICATE HE INTENDED TO SEND NAJMAN WHEN QUERIED 
AS TO POSSIBLE TRAVEL TO THE US BY THE SECRETARIATE. 

HE SAID THAT KABORE WOULD GO TO NEW YORK (PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED) AND THAT ADG FOR SCIENCE KADDOURA WOULD BE 
GOING SOON TO A SCIENCE MEETING. M’BOW SAID HE WAS 
READY AT ANY TIME TO COME TO THE US TO MEET WITH MEMBERS 
OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. M’BOW SAID HE WAS LEAVING 
FOR SYRIA TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD ON FEBRUARY 3 TO 
5. 

4. M'BOW SAID HE DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT THE RESOLUTION 
OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSION HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO HIM AS 
IT HAS NOT BEEN PASSED TO HIM THROUGH OFFICIAL US GOVERN- 
MENT CHANNELS. HE SAID HE CONSIDERS THIS AVOIDS HIS 
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HAVING TO OFFICIALLY RESPOND TO THE RESOLUTION. HE 
SAID HE WAS WRITING TO MRS. POWER. 

5. WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE SPRING EXBD COULD FOLLOW UP 
ON THE POSITIVE NONPOLITICAL MOVES OF THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, M’BOW WAS VAGUE AND SIMPLY SAID HE EXPECTED 
A QUIET SPRING BOARD AND DID NOT NOW PLAN TO UNDERTAKE 
ANY INITIATIVES. 

6. M'BOW WAS PRESSED FOR TIME AND THE CONVERSATION 
DID NOT GO MUCH FURTHER. HE SAID HE LEAVES FOR 
LAGOS OVER THE WEEKEND TO ATTEND THE ARTS FESTIVAL. 
M'BOW WAS HIS USUAL DAPPER, CONFIDENT SELF. 

GAMMON 
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